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EDITORIAL 
It is essential that the work of the historian, the 
value of history, and the place of historical societies 
should receive rightful recognition. 
Of necessity generaUy these are the days of special-
isation, but the broad general knowledge of mankind 
and his problems should not be overlooked. History 
should not become a specialised subject remote from 
life, a detached subject, a specialised academic subject 
in a vacuum. In the ultimate it embraces the entire 
experience of man in all countries at all times in all his 
activities. The truth and wisdom of Plato or of Con-
fucius or of Jesus Christ are just as real and just as 
applicable to-day as in the day in which they were 
first enunciated. 
Each historical society must assume the respon-
sibility to collect, preserve, and make available to all 
the most comprehensive and accurate record of the 
history within its territory. This responsibility is 
already, thanks to the co-operation of ofiicers and mem-
bers of historical bodies, well in hand in Queensland. 
Historical research is effectively carried on in our State 
by the Oxley Memorial Library, the History Depart-
ment of the University of Queensland, and the His-
torical Society of Queensland with its aflfiliated bodies, 
the Rockhampton and District Historical Society and 
the Women's Historical Association. 
These institutions as co-trustees of the history of 
Queensland regard it as an undoubted obligation to 
bring the knowledge, the lessons, the consciousness, 
and above all the truths of history to the public. These 
objectives can be disseminated by means of lectures, 
exhibitions, writings in professional journals, and most 
of all by the more popular mass media of newspapers, 
radio, and television. 
